Birth: Impacting The Community 

"The Church That Turned The World Upside Down", Part 7 of 3 
Pastor Vince DiPaola 


"These men who have turned the world upside down have come 
here also." (Acts 1 7:6b, ESV) 

". . .you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth ." (Acts 1 :8b, NIV) 


3) Open hands: Give what you have to EXTEND GOD'S LOVE . 

"Now a man crippled from birth was being carried to the temple gate called 
Beautiful, where he was put every day to beg from those going into the temple 
courts. When he saw Peter and John about to enter, he asked them for money. 
Peter looked straight at him, as did John. Then Peter said, look at us!' So the man 
gave them his attention, expecting to get something from them. Then Peter said, 
'Silver or gold I do not have, but what I have I give you. In the name of Jesus Christ 
of Nazareth, walk. ' Taking him by the right hand, he helped him up, and instantly 
the man's feet and ankles became strong. He jumped to his feet and began to 
walk. Then he went with them into the temple courts, walking and jumping, and 
praising God. When all the people saw him walking and praising God, they 
recognized him as the same man who used to sit begging at the temple gate 
called Beautiful, and they were filled with wonder and amazement at what 
had happened to him . " (Acts 3:2-1 0, NIV) 


How God Can Use Us To Impact Our Community 
(Our "Jerusalem And Judea", Acts 1-7) 


1) Yield your right of way: Live a SPIRIT-FILLED LIFE . 

"While [Jesus] was eating with them, he gave them this command: 'Do not leave 
Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me 
speak about. For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized 
with the Holy Spirit . ' So when they met together, they asked him, lord, are you at 
this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?' He said to them: 'It is not for you 
to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own authority. But you will 
receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses 
in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.' After he 
said this, he was taken up before their very eyes. . . " (Acts 1 :4-9, N IV) 

(See the fulfillment in Acts 2). 


2) Strength in numbers: Hang tight _w/ OTHER BELIEVERS.. 

"They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to the fellowship, to the 
breaking of bread and to prayer. Everyone was filled with awe, and many wonders 
and miraculous signs were done by the apostles. All the believers were together 
and had everything in common . Selling their possessions and goods, they gave to 
anyone as he had need. Every day they continued to meet together in the temple 
courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere 
hearts, praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord 
added to their number daily those who were being saved ." 

(Acts 2:42-47, NIV) 


4) Thanks for sharing: Express your FAITH COURAGEOUSLY . 

"Then they called them in again and commanded them not to speak or teach at 
all in the name of Jesus. But Peter and John replied, 'Judge for yourselves whether 
it is right in God's sight to obey you rather than God. For we cannot help speaking 
about what we have seen and heard .' After further threats they let them go. They 
could not decide how to punish them, because all the people were praising 
God for what had happened . For the man who was miraculously healed was 
over forty years old." (Acts 4:1 8-22, NIV) 


5) Knee-mail: Make PRAYER THE CENTER OF YOUR LIFE . 

"After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken . And they were 
all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly . " (Acts 4:3 1 , N IV) 


6) It's all under control: Stay FAITHFUL TO GOD TO THE END . 

"When they heard this, they were furious and gnashed their teeth at him. But 
Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, looked up to heaven and saw the glory of God, and 
Jesus standing at the right hand of God. look, ' he said, 'I see heaven open and 
the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.' At this they covered their ears 
and, yelling at the top of their voices, they all rushed at him, dragged him out of 
the city and began to stone him. Meanwhile, the witnesses laid their clothes at 
the feet of a young man named Saul . While they were stoning him, Stephen 
prayed, lord Jesus, receive my spirit. ' Then he fell on his knees and cried out, 
lord, do not hold this sin against them. ' When he had said this, he fell asleep . " 

(Acts 7:54-60, NIV) 
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